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N E W S L E T T E R

Dear Members, 
Thanks to all who submitted images for the 
new banner and congratulations to the 
winner Dave Hall and the runners up whose 
images will also be used to head Newsletters. 
See the website. 

Thanks to Mark my brother-in-law (a graphic 
designer) for both judging and creating the 
new banner and helping with our 
Newsletter. We hope you like the new look 
banner.  

Diana Wyss - Secretary

DIGITAL COMPETITIONS 
November – Leaves 
December – Night Street Scenes  
PLEASE SEND ENTRIES as usual to 
alfbutler33@gmail.com These can all be 
viewed on the website with the winning 
images but judges' comments will be sent 
out separately to all members. 

Membership Secretary – Chris Hall has 
kindly taken on this role and can I remind 
you to send her your e-mail and postal 
address with phone numbers to 
kenil8870@aol.com enabling an accurate 
update of the records.  

Zoom Talk - November 10th 
“My Camera” by Chris Shepherd 

Details will be sent out nearer the date 
but Chris is an excellent speaker and it is 
worth viewing his website 
www.shepherdpics.com   

November 2020

New Website 
https://mocoles.wixsite.com/website-2 

I am pleased to report that the new website 
has been adapted to make it even easier to 
navigate and access all the necessary images 
and information from any of your devices. 
Thanks to Mo Coles for all his hard work in 
creating this site. 
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AS THE SALVATION Army’s International 
Photographer; I often got unusual requests. I 
had a phone call from the Editor of The War 
Cry in Washington USA. He said ‘Robin, I want 
to use a picture of Baby Jesus in a manger. We 
don’t have anything I could use here. Are you 
able to help us? 

Is so happened that a new 
baby had been born at 
Hadleigh Temple; and we had 
a wooden manger made for 
Christmas celebrations. I got 
in touch with the SA Farm 
Manager, asked if I could go 
down, use the barn as a studio 
and borrow some straw! 

All permission was granted. 

I attach the result. It was used 
on the front page of the USA 
War Cry, and has been used many time since 
by the SA here in the UK. Posters for 
Christmas event. Editorial articles about 
Christmas. I drew the conclusion that they 
don’t have any straw in Washington. I’m 
probably correct! 

I placed a 4 foot square soft box over the 
manger, Please note that by obtaining the 
triangle of light on the baby’s right cheek is 

considered one of the best way to light 
portraits. It also provided lovely catch lights in 
the baby’s eyes. Hope you like it! 

For many years TSA ’took over’ a Butlin’s 
Holiday Camp for a week. Skegness was 
used for many years. ‘Pam Rhodes 
introduced ’Songs of Praise’ from there, and 
the whole camp was given over to us to 
provide all the Entertainment, Worship 
Services, Male Voice singing, Female Voice 
singing, sponsored Fun Run’s around the 
camp. You name it - we did it! 

The present Bandmaster of Enfield Salvation 
Army Band, Don Jenkins is a renowned 
trombone player. He was for a time the 
Bandmaster of The Salvation Army 

Amsterdam Staff Band. 

Don would come and play his 
trombone; often dressing as 
soldier in the ‘regular’ army. He 
played on these occasions 
Glenn Miller numbers “In the 
Mood’ ’Saturday Night’ etc. 

I was brought up in my early 
days of photography with a 
hand-held reflection light 
meter. I guarded it carefully, 
for it was my life saver; 
particularly in difficult light 

situation. Later of course came the wonderful 
camera internal meters, particularly the 
ability to ’spot meter’. The picture I took of 
Don playing his trombone was mainly contre-
jour lit; he was on stage, so I had to balance 
the strong back light with fill-in flash and try 
to get his face properly lit. I would have spot 
metered his face, and then set my flash to 
just a small fill-in. You can see my flash 
reflected in the bell of his trombone.  

THE WAR CRY IN AMERICA 
by Robin Bryant
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LIKE SO MANY of us 
photographers I started 
photography when film was the 
medium,and I loved it. B&W for 
prints, and colour slides for 
colour. Well I have many slides in 
the cupboard not doing much. I 
considered buying a film 
scanner,but as my computer 
skills are limited, I took a 
different route. In the loft I have 
two photographic enlargers,the 
smaller one has a removable 
lamp house. By removing the 
lamphouse and replacing it with 
my camera is what I did. I have a 
100mm macro lens, a ball and socket  which 
normally lives on my tripod. Also I have a light 
box that I used for inspecting negatives prior to 
printing,and sorting my slides. 

So there was nothing to buy, good result. One 
thing I did have to make was a cradle to hold the 
slide. That was quite easy to make, and I used 
scraps of wood. It gives me great pleasure 
photographing slides of the family and friends. 
I don't copy much else. Just out of interest, 
Camera set to 100 ISO. White balance set to 
Auto. For best possible results I set my camera to 

RAW. Jpeg is good but second 
best. I bracket exposures, take 3 
pictures. Focusing set on camera 
to multi pattern. Exposure also 
set to multi pattern metering. 

Aperture f11 (camera set to 
aperture priority) The camera 
automatically adjusts the 
shutter. Exposures vary between 
about 5th of a second to 3 
seconds. I always use a remote 
shutter release. A point of 
interest, I used Kodachrome 25 
film, Agfacolor, and in  later 
times Fuji Velvia 50. 

Unfortunately, 
Agfacolor did not 
keep well, many of 
the slides have lost 
their colour and 
there is a colour shift 
in some, (I am able to 
correct much of that 
in post processing in 
Lightroom  
Kodachrome has 
weathered very well 
indeed.  

COPYING SLIDES MY WAY 
by George Fonfara 

Pictures are of the photocopying set up, 
one of the enlarger complete and the 
finished image of my son Luke (now 41).



4

MY CAMERAS PART 2 
by David Hope 

WE NOW MOVE forward to 1994/5 and I find 
myself in Malaysia. Over a period of 18 
months I Manager of a very large military 
project that was spread over many sites all 
over the country. 

Now being a military project all the sites did 
not have any public access, however I would 
visit them freely whenever. It was not possible 
for Sandra to accompany me on a permanent 
basis so apart from my team of about thirty 
engineers and instructors I was alone. 
Already I had an avid interest 
in wildlife and 
exploration, sadly none 
of my colleagues shared 
my passion. There were 
many difficult business 
issues on most of the sites; 
however the majority of 
sites were located in pristine 
rainforest locations which had to 
be surveyed then cleared and developed. This 
included taking the tops of a couple of 
mountains and building roads to the sites 
then installation of equipment. 

Very early on I realised my camera gear was 
not fit for what I was trying to photograph; 
namely local people, birds, invertebrates, 
butterflies and the surrounding eco system 
(probably not called that at the time!). It did 
not take a great deal of research to ascertain 
that I should purchase an auto focus 

SLR model, I chose the Canon EOS 100. This 
proved to be an excellent choice as I 
discovered features that proved to be perfect 
for the application for which it was intended, 
all of which we take for granted today. In 
particular near silent auto film winding, a 

maximum shutter speed of 1/4000s, light 
metering consisted of full-aperture through-
the-lens metering, two autofocussing (AF) 
modes: One-shot AF and AI Servo AF. This last 
feature proved to be the bees knees, the lens 
would continuously refocus on the object in 
the centre of the viewfinder whilst the 
shutter release button was pressed half-way. 
Once the shutter release button was fully 
pressed, the exposure was calculated then the 

shutter released. Brilliant for any 
moving subjects, as most of my 

wildlife always was on the 
move. 

Now you all will understand 
that a good camera body is laid bare 

without the right lens, this becomes very 
expensive if you have a top quality camera. 
Fortunately for me working abroad you live 
on paid expenses so I had pocket money to 
spend. 

I chose two lenses, the relatively cheap 28- 
80mm f3.5-5.6 USM lens and the superb EF 
400mm f5.6 L prime lens which I still use 
today on my digital body. The 400 I found 
had the additional bonus that it could be 
carried on the shoulder strap. 

In those days the third pillar of photography 
was developing what were now colour prints. 
Well the results of the developing laboratory 
or high street shop, in Malaysia, often 
resulted in poor quality negatives and prints. 
Primarily this was a result of over extending 

The Canon EOS 100. 
“features that proved 
to be perfect“
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the shelf life or dilution of the chemicals, dust 
spots and poor handling (scratches). It took 
quite a while to find a good quality 
development facility. Photography in the 
rainforest poses a number of technical 
problems, the light is much diffused, 
predominance of greens, getting a clear shot 
in amongst twigs and leaves, most wildlife is 
extremely well camouflaged, and they always 
see you first. So the success rate is very low, 
wasting a lot of film. But hey ho what else is 
there to do at weekends. There were 
relatively very few tourist hotspots in country, 
so I avoided them and set out to explore. 

My base was on the east coast in the town of 
Kuantan and I lived in the Hyatt hotel for 

about three months before moving into a 
house. The first somewhat amusing picture 
was of the guy who regularly came to the 
hotel to remove coconuts from the palm 
trees. He sent his pal up the tree who would 
proceed to rotate the nut until it snapped 
and fell to the ground. Markets were 
abundant in all towns; the red fruit is 
rambatan a delicious fruit similar to a lychee. 
The 28-80mm lens was ideal for these shots. 

The fella on the left (below) is an Asian pied 
Hornbill, he used to sit on the balcony of my 
house and drop down onto the mango tree 
in the front garden the hornbill is a very large 
bird, but he was friendly. I observed all the 
Hornbill species in the country apart from 
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one. There were some spectacular sunsets to 
be photographed, especially when the 
monsoon season was around. 28-80 lens 
again, Chinese tea house in Melacca, there is 
a high population of Chinese people in the 
country noted for their business acumen. In 
the military they could only achieve a certain 
ceiling rank of colonel, I came across many 
and they effectively ran the system. A 
logging lorry park on the fringe of the 
rainforest, sadly I observed rampant forests 

clearance when coming to the end of the 
road. All shot using the 28-80 lens. 

I ventured into the heart of the rainforest 
only accessible by motorised canoes; here 

Malaysia 1994. “The majority 
of sites were in pristine 
rainforests”



was pristine jungle hundreds of years old. 
You could not believe the incessant cries of 
the cicadas, amongst a rich tapestry of 
wildlife incredibly difficult to observe along 
the trails. Lighting conditions were very poor. 
 

I was incredibly fortunate to come across an 
aboriginal tribe the Orang Asli, they lived off 
the jungle with minimal contact with the 
outside world, living in straw huts. 

My customer was staggered to learn I had 
encountered this tribe, they were  
considered to be mysterious, mythical. I 
found them charming, approachable and 
communicating by hand signals and sounds 
of the wildlife.  
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Final part to follow 
next issue with more 
wildlife photos.

A “WHAT AM I” quiz of Christmas 
themed images taken from an unusual 
perspective, macro or in a way you 
choose to disguise its true nature. 

Send your images to sapper@me.com by 
5th December and liven up the evening 
with your Christmas hats, jumpers etc. 

I have been asked by Bury St. Edmunds 
Camera Club to advertise this event.  

Christmas Zoom Club Meeting 
8th December - 8pm


